
Premodern Relationalities Roundtable 
Transforming Premodern Pasts through Indigenous Knowledges 

Tuesday 22 September, 2026 

Expressions of Interest are invited from researchers of the premodern world, from 
HDR to senior scholars, who would like to participate in a roundtable on Premodern 
Relationalities to be held 9.30-5.00pm Tuesday 22 September 2026, at 
Macquarie University, in the Wingaru Learning Space, Macquarie University. 
This is a discussion-based event. Participants will not offer presentations, but will 
complete pre-circulated readings in preparation for the sessions to take place on the 
day, which will involve group discussion. 

‘Indigenous relationality’ is an ethical-epistemological framework that looks beyond 
geopolitical maps to recognise the interconnectedness of Indigenous worldviews, 
identities, values and peoples. Research on relationalities is future-oriented, arguing 
for how Indigenous ways of balance, care, and community support thrivance in the 
wake of colonialism. Recently, Indigenous and ally scholars in early historical 
disciplines such as medieval studies have started looking to relationalities as a 
framework for tracing intercultural connections across the medieval world and 
understanding Indigenous presence in premodernity.  
 
The roundtable will enable an innovative convergence of historical and futurist 
research. Of particular interest are:  
 

• how an Indigenous relationalities lens can transform our idea of the global 
past  

• how historical research can offer powerful case studies of Indigenous 
relationalities across time and space.  

 
This event seeks to create a dialogue between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
researchers. It will be led by visiting scholars Dr Tarren Andrews (Yale) and 
Dr Madi Williams (Canterbury), in conjunction with Prof Louise D’Arcens 
(Macquarie).  
 
There are limited places available. Interested researchers are asked to contact 
Louise D’Arcens (louise.darcens@mq.edu.au) by Friday 11 September 
with preferred contact details for the pre-readings, plus a paragraph outlining their 
research interests and reasons for wishing to participate in the roundtable.    
 
This event is generously supported by the Faculty of Arts, Macquarie University, and 
is a complementary event to the Indigenous Relationalities Symposium, which will 
be held on 23-24 September in the Centre for Global Indigenous Futures (CGIF), 
Macquarie University.   



About our Visiting Scholars and Roundtable Leaders 
 
Dr Tarren Andrews 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr Madi Williams 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tarren Andrews is Assistant Professor in Ethnicity, Race, and Migration 
and a faculty member in Medieval Studies at Yale University.  She is 
Bitterroot Salish, documented descendant of the Confederated Salish and 
Kootenai Tribes, and was raised on the Flathead Indian Reservation in 
northwest Montana. She earned her Ph.D. in English from the University 
of Colorado Boulder in 2022, along with certificates in Native American 
and Indigenous Studies; Culture, Language, and Social Practice; and 
College Teaching.  

Her scholarship draws on critical Indigenous studies to rethink early 
medieval English literature and law. Her book, The Formations of Settler 
Colonialism (forthcoming with the University of Pennsylvania Press), 
takes a transtemporal approach to legal and literary history, reading texts 
from the early medieval North Atlantic, including the Domesday Book, 
the Treaty of Alfred and Guthrum, and the Old English poem “The Wife’s 
Lament,” to trace the emergence of Anglophone settler colonial logics that 
continue to structure Indigenous–settler legal relations in North 
America. She has taught at the University of Montana, Université Jean 
Jaures – Toulouse II, Salish Kootenai College, and the University of 
Colorado, Boulder.  

 

 

Madi Williams is a descendant of the Ngāti Kuia, Ngāti Koata, Ng ati Apa ki 
te Rā Tō, and Rangitāne o Wairau tribes. She is a Senior Lecturer at Aotahi 
– School of Māori and Indigenous Studies at the University of Canterbury, 
Te Whare Wānanga o Waitaha. She completed her doctorate in 2021 at the 
University of Canterbury, Christchurch, where her training encompassed 
Māori and medieval European histories, bringing them into innovative 
dialogue. Her scholarly work is wide ranging and includes examinations of 
Aotearoa-New Zealand within ‘the Global Middle Ages’, Māori perspectives 
on race in the global past, and Place, Space, & Identity in Te Ao Māori & the 
Medieval World. Her university teaching includes courses on Maori 
Thought, Beliefs and Practices, Colonisation, and History as a Discipline. 

Dr Williams is the author of Polynesia, 900–1600: An Overview of the 
History of Aotearoa, Rēkohu, and Rapa Nui (Arc Humanities 
Press/Canterbury University Press, 2021). Her most recent book, Ngāti 
Kuia: He Pūtake, Hei Pakiaka Ora (University of Auckland Press), emerges 
from and develops the research undertaken for her 2021 PhD. She was 
selected as one of eight 2026 Voices of Aotearoa by The Coalition of Books, 
in honour of the important historical counter-narratives she offers in her 
work. She is currently completing a co-authored book about Taniwha 
(guardian creatures in the Māori world) with her colleague Dr Kirsty Dunn, 
supported by a 2023 Marsden Fast Start Grant. 

 


